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Two Cases (Brother and Sister) of Familial Macular Degeneration in Adolescence.-HUMPHREY NEAME, F.R.C.S. This condition is not common. The fundus appearance is different in the two cases. The sister has somewhat massive blotches of pigment in the macular area, while in the brother the appearance is more granular or " peppery."
The boy, Norman K., aged 11 years, in April, 1934, had R.V. with°7 5 --6 (partly); L.V. with -0 75 = (partly).
On January 5, 1935, the vision was reduced, with the glass, to 6 in each eye. The eyes were examined under atropine, and a slight alteration in the correction made no improvement. Both maculae showed finely stippled pigmentation over an area nearly equal to that of the optic disc. The change is more marked in the centre of each area.
Beatrice K., aged 24, was, according to her mother, a patient at Moorfields Eye Hospital some years ago, at about the same age as that of her brother at presentthat is to say, 11 years. Each macula shows several dense, roughly circular patches of black pigment, of sizes up to about one-fifth of the disc diameter, with a few smaller spots around. In the right, there is also a delicate pigment ring, probably bordering the fovea. She is unable to read ordinary print.
Family history-
(1)? f(2)&
(3)J (4) 3 (* = affected.) (1) Beatrice K., aged 24.
(2) A brother, aged 21. Alive and well. Sight good without glasses. Occupation, plumber-jointer in electrical trade.
(3) Norman K., aged 11. (4) A brother, died nine and a half years ago, aged 9 months, of meningitis. No history of eye defect in previous generation obtained.
Choroidal Sclerosis
By ARNOLD SORSBY, F.R.C.S.
(Abstract) THE reported cases in the literature on choroidal sclerosis fall into three more or less distinct groups.
(1) " Central senile areolar choroidal atrophy " described by Nettleship in 1884. This is shown as a relatively sharply circumscribed oval area extending from the disc to well beyond the macula, revealing varying degrees of atrophy of the choroidal vessels. The condition is bilateral.
(2) Massive peripapillary choroidal sclerosis. An illustration of this condition appears in Haab's Atlas. The lesion manifests itself as a coronary radiation from the disc; choroidal vessels in varying degree of obliteration are seen.
(3) Generalized choroidal sclerosis. An illustration of this condition was given by Stanford Morton in 1885 under the name of atrophy of the choroid. There is a generalized obliteration of the choroidal vessels.
In all these conditions a varying degree of pigmentary disturbance was present and subsequent cases have brought out old age, syphilis, and a possible familial incidence, as eetiological factors. None of these however are conclusive, as cases in young people have been reported and syphilis was absent in all but three cases described.
